
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

A Branch of the YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee 

SUMMER STAFF APPLICATION PACKET  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Best Camp in the Nation! 
Come be a part of it!  

 

YMCA Camp Matawa provides a welcoming atmosphere and a sense of home 

through our dedication to quality programming, outstanding service and inclusion. 

The Spirit of Matawa fosters relationships, builds character and creates memories 

that will last a lifetime. 
 

N885 Youth Camp Road 
Campbellsport, WI  53010 

Phone: (262)626-2149  
Fax: (262)626-8189 

Email: ahernandez@ymcamke.org  
www.matawa.org  



WHO WEõRE LOOKING FOR 
YMCA Camp Matawa is looking for people who love working with children in 

an outdoor setting.  The ideal staff member enjoys hiking, camping, outdoor 

cooking, doesnõt mind insects or small furry creatures, doesnõt absolutely need 

a shower everyday, is comfortable being goofy and singing songs that make no 

sense, is successful working with others, pitches in wherever and whenever 

needed, can follow rules and policies for the greater good, and wants a 

challenging and rewarding summer job.  Most importantly, we are looking for 

people who are committed to making a positive impact in the lives of the kids 

we serve.  There are many benefits to working at YMCA Camp Matawa: 

college fieldwork, fun & enjoyment, lifelong friends, and an opportunity to see 

another part of the state, country or world.  Summer Camp is the perfect 

place to learn new skills and a little bit about yourself, while helping kids and 

other staff do the same. 
 

We want mature staff members who 

will role model the YMCAõs four core 

values (Caring, Honesty, Respect and 

Responsibility) and who have a 

genuine interest in helping children 

and young adults grow to be successful 

members of their community.  We 

want counselors who enjoy working 

with youth and believe in the 

importance of our vision.  Our staff 

members have an understanding of and appreciation for diversity; as we serve campers from a variety of 

economic, racial, and religious backgrounds as well as campers with disabilities.  
 

CAMP LOCATION AND FACILITIES  

Located one hour north of Milwaukee, YMCA Camp Matawa is nestled 

within the Kettle Moraine State Forest.  We have over 130 acres of 

pine and oak forest located adjacent to the 29,000 acres of state owned 

public land. Temperatures in the summer range from 65 to 95 degrees 

Fahrenheit during the day with cooler evenings making for comfortable 

sleeping conditions. 

 

YMCA Camp Matawa  provides a comfortable living environment, with 

several modern conveniences.  All cabins are carpeted and have 

bathroom and shower facilities inside the building.  Our dorm style 

cabins were renovated in 2005 and sleep 12 people on each side with 

a separate room in the back for counselor storage and extra space.  

Our lodge cabins were completed in the summer of 2002.  Each 

lodge cabin has a common sitting area and a screened in porch and 

sleeps up to 14 people per side. A typical cabin group would consist 

of 2 counselors and 10-12 campers. The campõs program areas 

include the Equestrian Center, Canoeing and Trout Fishing on our 

pond, Low Ropes Challenge & Teambuilding Course, Alpine Tower, 

Archery Range, Basketball and Volleyball Courts, Swimming Pool with 

Waterslide, Indoor Climbing Wall and the Athletic field. We also 

have an amphitheater style Campfire ring and Tent Camping Sites 

with individual campfire rings. 

YMCA 4 CORE  

VALUES AND  

CHARACTER  

DEVELOPMENT  
At YMCA Camp Matawa we 

value the following attributes 

of personal character and  

ethical behavior and believe 

they are essential to attaining 

our mission: 

 

Caring: To love others; to be 

sensitive to the well being of 

others 

Honesty: To tell the truth, to 

be worthy of trust; to have 

integrity 

Respect: To value every per-

son, including oneself 

Responsibility:  To do what 

you ought to do; to be  

accountable for your  

behavior 



WHAT TO EXPECT AT CAMP  
Camp counselors and core/support staff 

live in cabins with campers and spend 22 

hours each day with that group or their 

assigned program area.  Throughout each 

one week session counselors act as 

friends, teachers and role models to the 

campers. The goal is to have a positive 

impact on the life of a child. Staff members work 6 days each week, 

with a break from Friday evening until Sunday at 11:00am.  All staff 

will be required to work one weekend minimally throughout the 

summer. We schedule two hours off each day for all staff members. 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM CAMP  
You can expect to find rewarding experiences on a daily basis, to 

make friends with people very different from you, to do silly things 

that you might never do in front of your òschool friends,ó and to 

find a home in the middle of the 

Kettle Moraine.  You can also 

expect to be challenged in new ways 

and learn tons of new things.  Most 

of all, you can expect a summer that 

you will never forget!  

 

All YMCA Camp Matawa staff will 

be certified in First Aid and CPR 

before arriving at camp.  They will be required to respond to all 

emergencies. YMCA Camp Matawa is  a tobacco and alcohol free 

facility. We also ask that staff do not display large or inappropriate 

tattoos or body piercing other than on the ears.  

 

OUR CAMPERS  
 

We primarily serve children from 

Southeastern Wisconsin as well as 

other regions of Wisconsin, other 

states and other countries.  Campers 

range in age from 7-17.   

 

 

YMCA Camp Matawa is fully 

accessible and offers a positive 

experience for campers of all 

abilities.  Camp Matawa also 

provides scholarships so that 

campers from varying 

socioeconomic backgrounds can 

enjoy camp.  

Over the years we have asked our staff 

what some of their best summer experi-

enceõs have been. This is what they had to 

say:  

My favorite memory from camp was the last 
week when I had the most random cabin I 
could've possibly imagined.  The first day or 
so they didn't say anything to each other and 

I wondered if they would ever become 
friends.  Then one night magically it hap-
pened, during reflections everyone started 
sharing a story about their life.  By the end 
of the week they were all really close friends 

which made me incredibly happy. ñ Amelia, 
Hales Corner, WI 
 
My favorite summer camp memory was the 

pool party on Thursday nights.  The entire 
camp was swimming, dancing, laughing, talk-
ing and playing.  Counselors and campers 
alike were having a blast!  That is when I 
really felt like we were a part of something 

more than just a summer camp...and to me, 
that's Matawa Magic. ñ Kady, Iowa City, IA 
 
The best thing about camp is giving children 
an opportunity to do anything they can think 

of- including being themselves. ñ Emily, 
Waunakee, WI 
 
The best experience was the relationships I 
built with both staff and campers. One of my 
favorite experiences happened the last 

Thursday night when our campers put on a 
talent show for each other and stepped way 
outside their comfort zones. They encour-
aged each other and praised each other for 
varieties of talents.ñ Rachel, Chicago IL  

 
Each summer, I continue to come back to 
Camp Matawa, because the friendships made 
with counselors will last a lifetime.  Being a 

role model, mentor, teacher, counselor 
for our campers that come to camp is a valu-
able, rewarding experience that everyone 
should have. ñ Andrew, Greenfield, WI 
 

 



OUR SUMMER SCHEDULE  
Our summer camp season begins with a week and a half long staff 

training beginning on June 17th.  Some staff may be required to begin 

up to one week prior to this date for training specific to their program 

area. Camp sessions are one week long and run from July 5th-August 

19th.  Staff members should plan on working the entire season.  Op-

portunities are available for those staff interested in teaching  

outdoor education classes to school groups and working retreats and 

conferences before and after the summer camp season. 

 

  Weekly Schedule  

 

 

Sunday  

2:00 PM Check In Begins 

3:00 PM Cabin Time 

4:30 PM The Spirit of Matawa 

5:15 PM *Flagpole/Hoppers 

5:30 PM Dinner 

6:30 PM Village Time 

7:00 PM All Camp Activity 

8:00 PM Opening Campfire 

9:15 PM Outstanding Reflections  

9:55 PM Tuck-in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday   

7:00 AM Rise and Shine 

7:05 AM Optional Morning Activities 

7:50 AM Flagpole  

8:00 AM Breakfast 

8:40 AM Assembly 

9:00 AM 1 hr Cabin Teambuilding               

1 hr village teambuilding               

1 hr Swim Test 
  

 

12:00 PM Lunch 

12:40 PM Siesta 

1:45-2:45 Activity Session 1 Intro 

2:55-3:25 Activity Session 2 intro 

3:35-4:15 Activity Session 3 intro 

4:15 PM Free Swim 

5:45 PM Dinner 

6:30 PM Cabin Time 

7:45 PM Capture the Flag 

9:15 PM Great Reflections 

9:55 PM Tuck-in  

Tuesday and Wednesday 

7:00 AM Rise and Shine 

7:05 AM Morning Activities 

7:50 AM Flagpole 

8:00 AM Breakfast 

8:40 AM Assembly 

9:00-10:00 Activity Session 1 

10:10-11:10 Activity Session 2 

11:15-11:55 Mini Hopi Hari 

12:00 PM Lunch 

12:40 PM Siesta 

1:45-2:45 Activity Session 3 

2:50-3:00 Snack 

3:05-4:05 Cabin Time 

4:15 PM Free Swim 

5:35 PM Flagpole 

5:45 PM Dinner 

6:30 PM Village Nights 

 Tuesday: Village Activities 

 Wednesday: Campouts 

7:45 PM Cabin Time 

9:15 PM Fantastic Reflections 

9.55 PM Tuck-in  

 

 

Thursday 

7:00 AM Rise and Shine 

7:05 AM Morning Activities 

7:50 AM Flagpole 

8:00 AM Breakfast 

8:40 AM Assembly 

9:00-10:30 Activity Session 1 

10:40 AM Head to Mauthe 

10:50-12:20 PM Activity Session 2 

12:30 PM Lunch at Mauthe 

1:00 PM Return to Camp 

1:15 PM Siesta 

2:30 PM Activity Session 3 

4:00 PM Snack 

4:15 PM Free Swim 

5:35 PM Flagpole 

5:45 PM Dinner 

6:45 PM Pool Party 

9:00 PM Closing Ceremony 

9.55 PM Tuck-in  

Friday 

7:30 AM Rise and Shine 

7:35 AM Morning Activites 

8:20 AM Flagpole 

8:30 AM Breakfast 

9:10 AM Assembly 

9:50 AM Hopi Hari 

12:00 PM Lunch 

1:00 PM Theme Day  

3:00 PM Village Time 

4:00 PM Cabin Clean Up 

5:15 PM Flagpole 

5:30 PM Family Dinner 

6:15 PM Closing Campfire 


